
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 116th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

b This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., b 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

.

H1287 

Vol. 165 WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2019 No. 19 

House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CÁRDENAS). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 30, 2019. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable TONY 
CÁRDENAS to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

Bless the Members of this assembly 
as they consider all the options and 
compromises they might face in the 
weeks to come. 

May the desire to act speedily to im-
plement promises made while cam-
paigning not prevent the careful con-
sideration of all possible outcomes in 
the governing process. Send Your Spir-
it of wisdom and discernment upon 
them in their work. 

May Your blessing, O God, be with all 
our leaders this day and every day to 
come, and may all we do be done for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a 

vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
object to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. VAN 
DREW) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. VAN DREW led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

THE FUTURE OF CONGRESS 

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak about the future of our 
Congress. 

I stand here today at a crossroads: a 
crossroads of cooperation, a crossroads 

of bipartisanship, and a crossroads of 
accomplishment. 

This is a chance to begin to make 
Americans proud of our Congress once 
again, certainly more proud than the 13 
percent approval rating that we cur-
rently have. 

Republicans and Democrats can have 
different opinions. They should have 
different opinions. But they should 
never push these opinions to such ex-
tremes that we end up hurting our good 
American people. 

In the next 21⁄2 weeks, both sides of 
the aisle can truly achieve greatness. 

Mr. Speaker, we came here not to be 
great Democrats nor to be great Re-
publicans. We came here to become, 
and to be, great Americans. I pray to 
God that we will be. 

God bless our great country of Amer-
ica. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HOLOCAUST 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, this past Sunday, the 
world joined together in honoring the 
memory of those who were murdered 
during the Holocaust. 

In 2005, the United Nations des-
ignated January 27 as International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day. 

The systematic, government-spon-
sored persecution and murder of 6 mil-
lion Jews by the Nazi regime and its 
collaborators will always be a scar on 
humanity. 

We promise to always remember 
those who lost their lives, those who 
survived, and those who saved them, 
those who stood in the face of such evil 
and refused to turn a blind eye. We 
make this promise to ensure such 
blight on humanity will never happen 
again. 
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By remembering the events of the 

Holocaust, we can understand how im-
portant it is to defend those who are 
defenseless. We must eradicate hatred 
and never become indifferent to the 
suffering of others. 

Mr. Speaker, on the international 
day of remembrance, the most impor-
tant thing to reflect upon is the hu-
manity that exists in all of us. 

f 

PREVENTING THE NEXT 
SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. HARDER of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HARDER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to say I am embarrassed 
by the past month. 

This is my first week in Congress 
without our government being shut 
down. I came to Washington to help my 
community. It is a shame that the 
benchmark for progress so far has been 
whether or not the government has 
even been open. It is hard to lower the 
bar from there. We can’t let this hap-
pen again. 

Alongside some of my freshman col-
leagues, I have cosponsored legislation 
that says, even if the government shuts 
down, Congress will still have the fund-
ing to pay our Federal workers. 

And it goes further than that. If Con-
gress fails to make a deal, we should 
withhold pay from Members of Con-
gress, we should stop using taxpayer 
dollars for travel, and we should end 
bonuses for the executive branch. 

In other words, if the government 
shuts down, the people at fault should 
be held accountable, not the workers. 
If families in my district can’t get 
their paychecks or if farmers can’t get 
their USDA grants, then elected offi-
cials need to feel the consequences. 

Mr. Speaker, governing from one cri-
sis to the next is an embarrassment. I 
came here to do better. We have a 
chance to turn it around right now. 

f 

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY IS 
POSSIBLE 

(Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
Speaker, as my new Governor just 
mentioned in her first budget address, 
in South Dakota, we don’t spend 
money we don’t have. 

South Dakota has never incurred any 
general obligation debt, and that 
doesn’t happen by accident. It takes 
decades of prudent and, sometimes, un-
popular decisions. I am proud to be a 
part of that history. 

Now, in Washington, the story is a 
little different. We haven’t always had 
that same kind of intestinal fortitude, 
so our debt is $22 trillion. 

Mr. Speaker, I know there is plenty 
of blame to go around, but I am more 
interested in solutions. Taking our 

medicine—and we do need to take our 
medicine—will not be easy, and we 
can’t do it all at once, but I am ready 
to take the tough votes. I am hopeful 
that some of my colleagues are as well. 

After all, fiscal responsibility is pos-
sible. Just ask South Dakota. 

f 

GUN SAFETY 
(Mrs. MCBATH asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, when it 
comes to gun violence, we talk about 
Parkland, we talk about Trayvon Mar-
tin, and we talk about Jordan Davis. 
But I want to take a moment today for 
the victims whom we don’t always talk 
about. 

I want to talk about the nearly 100 
Americans who lose their lives to gun 
violence in this country every single 
day. 

I want to talk about the mothers and 
the fathers who have suffered tragic 
loss—the voices that we don’t always 
hear. 

Just last week, four lost their lives 
in a shooting just a few miles outside 
of my district in Georgia. Those four 
families are torn apart forever. 

Each day, nearly 100 families are torn 
apart forever. For those loved ones, 
thoughts and prayers are simply not 
enough. We need policy and we need 
change. It is on us here in Congress to 
do something. 

Mr. Speaker, I pray that my col-
leagues here and in the Senate will 
support me in acting to pass meaning-
ful gun safety legislation 

f 

FLOOD INSURANCE FOR FARMERS 
(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight a bipartisan bill 
that I have been working on with my 
colleague from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI). This week, we introduced 
H.R. 830, the Flood Insurance for Farm-
ers Act. 

Currently, FEMA’s requirements for 
flood hazard areas essentially prohibit 
farmers from expanding or improving 
operations on what they deem as 
floodplains, often requiring barns and 
silos to be raised upwards of 10 feet, 
which can be very cost prohibitive for 
farmers and prevent needed buildings. 
This legislation would remove this un-
necessary red tape, while also allowing 
farmers to pay more reasonable flood 
insurance rates that align with their 
true level of risk. 

If levees in the area provide a 50-year 
level of flood protection, FEMA would 
then charge rates based on that risk 
level instead of the lack of 100-year 
flood protection of the existing levee 
system, which, essentially, means zero 
availability for flood insurance. 

From the north State to the Sac-
ramento Valley and beyond, this legis-

lation is good for agriculture produc-
tion in California. I urge its passage. 

f 

JAMES ISLAND OCEAN 
ACTKIDVISTS 

(Mr. CUNNINGHAM asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to share the story of a very 
remarkable group of children: the 
James Island Ocean ActKIDvists— 
Betty, Louis, Makena, and Liam—all 
between the ages of 6 and 8, who have 
made it their mission to protect our 
oceans and our marine life. 

Recently, they successfully lobbied 
the Charleston and James Island City 
Councils to ban plastic bags, straws, 
and foam containers, collecting over 
300 signatures in support of the ban. At 
town council meetings, these young ac-
tivists had the courage to speak up for 
the marine life that could not speak for 
itself. 

It is our job to preserve the low coun-
try’s vibrant natural resources for fu-
ture generations to come. I am proud 
of the James Island Ocean ActKIDvists 
for helping lead the way. I thank 
Betty, Louis, Makena, and Liam. 

f 

WASHINGTON IS BROKEN 
(Mr. BRINDISI asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BRINDISI. Mr. Speaker, it is an 
honor to stand here today as a Rep-
resentative of New York’s 22nd Con-
gressional District. 

When I talk to upstate New Yorkers, 
there is one thing I hear time and time 
again: that Washington is broken. 

We are all tired of Washington’s par-
tisanship, and I am here today to reit-
erate my promise to work with anyone 
who is willing to solve problems. 

I will work with Members of both 
parties to address skyrocketing 
healthcare costs and make sure every-
one has access to high-quality, afford-
able care. 

I will work to bring good jobs to up-
state New York, strengthen our 
schools, and improve job training pro-
grams. 

I will fight to make sure our local 
farmers have the support they need to 
get a fair price for their goods, succeed 
financially, and make an honest living. 

And I will stand with servicemembers 
and veterans to ensure they have the 
support and resources they need when 
wearing our country’s uniform and 
when they return home. 

I will fight for everyday people and 
take on companies that use power 
through monopolies to abuse con-
sumers. 

Above all else, my top priority will 
be to listen to my constituents, to be a 
voice for upstate New Yorkers. 

I know that, by working together, we 
can deliver real results for hard-
working people. 
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January 30, 2019 Congressional Record
Correction To Page  H1288
January 30, 2019, on page H1288, the following appeared: (Mr. HARDER asked and was given permission to address the House for 1 minute and to revise and extend his remarks.) Mr. HARDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to say I am embarrassed by the past month.The online version has been corrected to read:(Mr. HARDER of California asked and was given permission to address the House for 1 minute and to revise and extend his remarks.) Mr. HARDER of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise to say I am embarrassed by the past month.
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